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under the presidency of Lord Granville at London In the March of 1871 ; this it was found convenient to mention on an earlier page.    Here it is proper to point out that the first great act of English diplomacy after the Franco-Prussian War was one of fidelity to the Palmerstonian  traditions   emphasised   at   the   Paris Congress of 1856.    In fact, however much the leading agents of Gladstone's diplomacy may have disapproved the obligations incurred by England at this period, it was never a part of their policy to evade them.    Here it may be well to correct a popular exaggeration of the mischievous effects exercised by party politics at home upon statesmanship abroad.    As was seen in the first chapter of this work, English dynastic changes, and the new issues raised by political revolutions, if not more common in England than in other countries, have periodically influenced the terms of our intercourse with Continental states.    Thus the bias of our foreign policy under an absolute monarchy was at one period French, at another Spanish, at another Austrian.*    Amid all fluctuations, however, the maintenance of the European equilibrium to the advantage of English interests remained the consistent object of our statesmanship. English factions and their leaders have often been labelled with international sympathies widely different.    Violent solutions of continuity as a result of those differences  have for  the most part been rare.    The rivalries of faction have shown themselves over methods of execution rather
* The notion of a necessary antagonism between the foreign policy of England and France was a tradition from The Hundred Years' War. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries no such opposition existed. On the contrary the conductors of French and English policy co-operated with each other in common resistance to Spain, Queen Elizabeth and Henry IV. worked together. Cromwell acted with Mazarin. ' The Stuarts, Charles II. and James II. truckled to Louis XIV. 2B                                   3BS